
Responding to the Challenges

The European Dimension



Welcome

Cllr Dave Wilcox



The challenges we face

• Constrained funding
• A rapidly changing policy environment

• Local Government led improvement and 
support



Today’s agenda
• Early warning on new EU rules that will affect 

councils
– Making efficiencies, Procuring services and goods, Recycling 

waste & environmental regulation, Regeneration

• The opportunities of European Funding
– Nottingham City Experience
– Lincolnshire County Experience
– Harborough District Experience

• Implications for Councils of the new ERDF 
management arrangements



Impact of future EU legislation on 
councils

20 January 2011



Why lobbying the EU matters

• 50% of regulations affecting councils 
originates in Brussels 

• Proposals for legislation in 2011 EU work 
programme could change front-line services



Making efficiencies

EU “BURDENS” TO BE LIFTED?

• EU procurement rules (incl implications for 
shared services)  

• EU recycling rules 

• Government ending “gold plating”.



Making efficiencies

NEW COSTS?

• Working Time Directive

• VAT rules for public sector



Environmental Services

GOOD LAWS, BUT NEW COSTS?

• Water and energy efficiency

• Biowaste



EU FUNDS

• Reformed delivery arrangements (to 

2013) 

• Protecting future investment (from 

2013) 

Economy



Why lobbying the EU matters

• Burdens can be stopped – 2010 late 
payments.

• EU fines to be delegated by CLG to 
councils.



Helping you influence the EU 

• LGA lobbies …early warns … influences EU 
policy…

…to get the best deal for your councils!

• East Mids Councils: influential in Brussels 

through Committee of Regions…



Jem Woolley, European Officer Nottingham City Counc il

jem.woolley@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

European Regional Development Fund 
East Midlands Competitiveness Programme 

Nottingham’s Local Investment Plan
2007-13



ERDF in Nottingham

� Priority Axis 1 (PA1)
� Regionally managed
� Innovation theme 
� Mainly University led projects

Institute for Aerospace Technology



PA1 in Nottingham

Food & Drink iNet
Healthcare and Bioscience iNet
Future Factory – sustainable design

Science City green-tech energy

iHub at BioCity
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PA2 in Nottingham

� Priority Axis 2 (PA2)
� Economic growth in disadvantaged areas 
� Locally managed
� Wide range of project leads
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Enterprising and Innovative 
Neighbourhoods

New and upgraded workspace 

Enterprise support

Southglade Food Park



Connected Communities
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Growing businesses through better use of  Next 
Generation Access broadband



Quality Places

Environmental improvements in key development 
areas 

Sneinton Square impression



Other EU funds and networks
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Lincolnshire

• Large county: accessibility, agriculture, 
skills

• European Regional Development Fund
• Regional consortium for ESF (skills)
• Half of Leader (rural communities)



Using funding effectively

• Strategy: issues and opportunities
• Major delivery, plus adding value to 

Council services
• An unwritten strategy
• Learning from others



Helping others

• Important to have strategic representation
• CPMR/Brussels Office
• Role of universities
• Supporting others –eg farmers and CAP



Public sector budgets

• Programmes to maintain services
• Council leadership role
• Providing capacity for thinking/planning
• Scale is important



The Lincolnshire experience

• Business innovation –Holbeach
technology

• Community vitality –Caistor kids club
• Unemployed people -140 apprenticeships
• Better delivery –Emergency Planning



SUE SMITH
CHIEF EXECUTIVE

HARBOROUGH DISTRICT COUNCIL



Harborough District Council



Harborough Innovation and Business 
Centre



Harborough Innovation & Business Centre Funding

Capital - HIC Complementary Space
Total Cost - £4.25m Total Cost - £1m

ERDF - £2.4m 0

EMDA - £1.7m 0

HDC - £150,000 0

Private sector        0                                         £1m

Revenue
HDC - £300k (over ten years)



DAPHNE III

To prevent and combat violence against children, yo ung people and 
women and to protect victims and groups at risk .

Funding - DAPHNE III € 244,601

Local Contribution € 63,158

Contribution in kind € 59,059

Total € 366,818



Details on the Contest in High School 2009 – Puerto 
Lumbreras

An example of the works submitted by the students:

www.spirecentral.org



EU funds 

20 January 2011



ERDF – up to 2013

• European Regional Development Fund –
£1.3 billion remains for England

• Post-RDAs - DCLG taking control with 
boosted local accountability

• LGA taking forward concerns on availability of 
match-funding, and scope of local role



ESF up to 2013

• European Social Fund also changing.

• New arrangements for local scrutiny 
needed

• LGA taking forward ideas with Government



Beyond structural funds

• EU supports a complex and fragmented range 
of funds, around £2b for UK

• New LGA EU funding tracker unravels funding 
maze for councils

• LGA EU funding event ‘Accessing EU Billions’
planned for May


