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HS2 Critical to our Economic Future - but local impacts must be addressed  

Local Leaders have reaffirmed support for HS2 in the East Midlands, but stressed the importance 
of making sure that local people affected by the route are dealt with fairly.  

The East Midlands HS2 Growth Strategy sets out proposals to use HS2 connectivity to create an 
additional 74,000 jobs and £4 billion of GVA. Key developments include: 

 A new integrated HS2 and Network Rail ‘Hub Station’ at Toton with fast local connections to Derby, Nottingham, 
Leicester and East Midlands Airport – the best connected HS2 Station outside London;  

 A new mixed use ‘Innovation Campus’ at adjacent to the Hub Station linked to new ‘Garden Villages’ at nearby 
Stanton and Chetwynd Barracks;  

 HS2 connectivity for Chesterfield Station, linked to major regeneration of the town centre and former industrial 
areas;  

 A new HS2 Infrastructure Maintenance Depot at Staveley that will help generate thousands of new local 
engineering jobs. 

HS2 Ltd have this week published a ‘Working Draft Environmental Statement’ which describes the environmental 
impact of the line and initial proposals for how those impacts should be dealt with. The document will be subject to 
public consultation for 10 weeks [here]. 

Cllr Jon Collins, Chair of the East Midlands HS2 Strategic Board said:  

“The Eastern leg of HS2 will link Birmingham with Leeds via the East Midlands, and provides a high speed link to Scotland 
via the East Coast Main Line. It has the best economic case of any part of the HS2 network – but we must ensure that the 
environmental impacts on our communities and businesses are properly dealt with. The public consultation launched by 
HS2 Ltd today is an important stage in the development of the project, and we want to make sure that the concerns of 
local people are heard.” 

Two HS2 consultations for the section of the route from Crewe to Manchester and West Midlands to Leeds, which is 
known as Phase 2b. Both consultations will close at 23:45 on 21 December 2018. 
These consultations are on:  

 The working draft Environmental Statement that describes the potential environmental effects of building and 

operating Phase 2b of HS2; as well as proposed ways to avoid, reduce, mitigate and monitor the effects. 

 The working draft Equality Impact Assessment Report that considers the potential effects of the construction and 
operation of HS2 Phase 2b on people with protected characteristics.  

  

EMC Events  

Taking Minutes not Hours, 08 Nov 2018 - This workshop will give participants practical tips and 
techniques to help them write: effective agendas before meetings, notes during meetings and 

minutes after meetings [details here]. 

GDPR for HR 6 months on, 13 Nov 2018 - EMC are holding a follow up workshop, providing a space to explore GDPR 
for HR colleagues 6 months on from the introduction of the General Data Protection Regulation (in May 2018) [here]. 

EMC Support Activity  
IT Security Network - The East Midlands IT Security Network (known as the EMGWARP) will meet next month at 
Gedling Borough Council.  The network will include; a Business Continuity Exercise led by the East Midlands Special 
Operations Unit and a local presentation on Cyber Essentials PLUS and ICT infrastructure and network overhaul.  For 
more information on this contact Kirsty.Lowe@emcouncils.gov.uk  
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EMC Support Activity  
Housing Delivery - The latest event in the EMC CPD Programme for Planners took place this 
week with the focus on ‘Housing Delivery’, the event covered;  

 Government Policy - Meeting Housing Needs   

 The Housing Delivery Test, led by a Senior Associate from Shoosmiths 

 Supporting Housing Delivery, Professor Janice Morphet, Bartlett School of Planning 

 Supporting new Opportunities for Community Led and Self Build Initiatives to add to local housing supplies, East 
Midlands Community-Led Housing 

 Developing Smaller Sites, Gedling Borough Council 

 Delivering “Difficult” sites – St George’s Barracks Development, South Kesteven District Council 

To access the presentations from the event visit here. 
 

Infrastructure, Planning & Housing  

Invitation to explore business development opportunities with HS2 - 23 October, Leicestershire - a 
free event where delegates will hear about the wide and diverse business opportunities HS2 will 
bring to the region. This event is the third event to be delivered in the East Midlands. 

At the event delegates will hear from Robin Lapish, HS2 Supply Chain Team Lead, HS2 Limited who 
will be providing a clear view on the wide range of opportunities. Robin will dispel some of the myths 

about the opportunities available to SMEs, including detail of their procurement criteria.  The event will take place on 
23 October, Beaumont Leys, Leicestershire, 8.30am – 11.30am, details here. 

Rail Review - The Transport Secretary announced the Rail Review terms of reference to the House of Commons this 
week [oral statement available here].  The Terms of reference are available here, they include: 

 Keith Williams [chair], will be assisted by an independent expert challenge panel from across the country, with 
expertise in rail, business and customer service. 

 It will consider all parts of the rail industry, from the current franchising system and industry structures, to 
accountability and value for money for passengers and taxpayers. It will consider further devolution and the needs 
of rail freight operators, and will take into account the final report of Professor Stephen Glaister into the May 
2018 network disruption, due at the end of the year, which I will turn to shortly. 

 The review will conclude with a White Paper in autumn 2019, which will set out its findings, and explain how it will 
deliver reform. Government states that it expects reform to begin from 2020, so passengers will see benefits 
before the next election. 

But: 

“The Review’s remit does not include the infrastructure and services that should be provided by the railway.” 

There is no East (or West) Midlands representation on the expert challenge panel.   

Government confirmed that awarding the Cross Country franchise could impact on the review’s conclusions and so it 
has been decided that this competition will not proceed. Services will continue to be operated by the existing 
franchisee with options beyond this to be considered in due course. 

Its has been confirmed that this review will not affect the East Midlands Rail Franchise Competition.  
 

Homelessness  
James Brokenshire launches £20m fund to help homeless into private rented homes - Thousands of vulnerable 
people facing homelessness are set to benefit from the launch of a £20 million scheme to help them secure a private 
rented home.  The Private Rented Sector Access Fund, is a dedicated fund designed to help up to 9,000 people who 
are or at risk of becoming homeless to secure their own home. 

A key part of the government’s expert-backed Rough Sleeping Strategy, the fund will be used to either help set up 
locally-led schemes or expand those currently in use. These schemes will be tailored to match the needs of each local 
area’s residents and landlords.  Details are available from here. 
 

Asylum, Refugee Resettlement and Modern Slavery  
New action to tackle modern slavery and support victims - The government has announced a package 
of fresh support to assist child victims of modern slavery. The fund will open for applications next week 
and is the second round of an £11 million Modern Slavery Innovation Fund designed to build the 
evidence base around new approaches to tackle modern slavery around the world. The announcement 

comes as Minister for Crime, Safeguarding and Vulnerability Victoria Atkins announced to Parliament that the latest 
Independent Child Trafficking Advocates scheme, run in partnership with Barnardo’s, would officially open next week 
in the West Midlands.  

The minister also announced that the service will be rolled out to help children in the East Midlands from January 
2019, and in Croydon from April 2019. Last year, across the three new sites over 480 children were referred into the 
National Referral Mechanism [details here]. 
 

 

http://www.emcouncils.gov.uk/Planning/Past-Events-Apr18-Mar19
http://bit.ly/fit4hs2Leic
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/rail-review
https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/rail-review
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/private-rented-sector-access-fund-prospectus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-rough-sleeping-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/james-brokenshire-launches-20m-fund-to-help-homeless-into-private-rented-homes
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-action-to-tackle-modern-slavery-and-support-victims


East Midlands Councils 

First Floor Offices, South Annexe 
Pera Business Park 
Nottingham Road 
Melton Mowbray 
Leicestershire  
LE13 0PB 

Click on our Twitter & YouTube accounts for further 
information.  

EMC Leadership 

Chair: Cllr Martin Hill OBE  
Vice Chair: Cllr Jon Collins  
Vice Chair: Cllr Chris Millar 
Conservative Group: Cllr Roger Blaney  
Labour Group: Cllr Anne Western . 
Lib Dem Group:  Cllr David Bill MBE 
Independent Group: Mayor Kate Allsop  

Executive Director: Stuart Young  

  
Asylum, Refugee Resettlement and Modern Slavery continued 
Migration Advisory Committee discuss EEA migration report - The Home Affairs Committee hears from 
the Migration Advisory Committee on their recent report on EEA migration in the UK [details [here]. 
 

Employers’ Information 

Derby City Council supports terminally ill employees - Derby City Council has affirmed its commitment 
to employees diagnosed with a terminal illness, by signing the TUC’s Dying to Work Charter this week. 
The Charter is part of the TUC’s wider ‘Dying to Work’ movement, which is campaigning for increased 
security for terminally ill workers. 

By adopting the Dying to Work Charter and supporting the Dying to Work campaign, the Council  is taking steps as a 
major employer in Derby to help ensure that terminally ill employees’ rights are guaranteed [details here]. 
 

Local Government News 
The Development of a Unitary Structure for Local Government in Leicestershire - A new report sets 
out drivers and options for re-shaping local government in Leicestershire. 

The report, published last week by Leicestershire County Council, will be considered by the Cabinet 
on 16 October.  To read the press release and the Cabinet report visit here. 

Commercialisation of Economic Regeneration, Derby City - This case study forms part of the LGA productivity 
experts resource.  To access the resource and read the case study visit here.  In response to a budget challenge that 
requires the Economic Regeneration (ER) service to become budget neutral to the authority, officers have worked 
with external consultants to identify options to commence and deliver commercial services. This process involved a 
series of meetings and workshops conducted over a 6-9 month period.  

LGiU and CCLA’s C’llr Achievement Awards - This year’s awards will take place on Tuesday 6 November at the 
Guildhall, London. The Shortlist for the 2018 have been announced, the full list of those shortlisted can be found 
here.  In the East Midlands Cllr Kelham Cooke – South Kesteven has been shortlisted for Young Councillor of the Year.   

LGA Event on Cyber resilience - a free event hosted by the LGA, where aelegates will hear the high level findings of 
the LGA Cyber Security Stocktake; a snapshot study of the cyber security arrangements in place across all councils in 
England, providing an understanding of the strengths and weaknesses across the sector. 

Delegates will also hear from the LGA about how to use their own council’s stocktake assessment to bid for funding 
to improve their organisation’s cyber resilience. The full programme and register a place visit here.  

Cambridgeshire University Research - Research finds significant inequalities in cuts to council services across the 
country, with deprived areas in the north of England and London seeing the biggest drops in local authority spending 
since 2010.  For more visit here. 

Local leadership and accountability: for children and young people's mental health and wellbeing services - this 
LGA publication is available from here.  

EMC Events  

Understanding derailment: How coaches can help coachees get back on track, 8 Nov 2018 - The East 
Midlands Coaching Network is holding a CPD session for Coaches on 8 November 2018, on derailment.  
Derailment is an involuntary process where people stall, plateau or fail to live up to their potential in their 
role.  The aim of this session is to help you to understand some of the common causes of derailment and 

to explore what you can do, as a coach, to help your coachee learn from their experience, rebuild their confidence 
and move on [details here] .  

Report Writing, 21 Nov 2018 - EMC is holding a one day seminar on Report Writing for Officers.  By the end of the 
course, participants will be able to plan and produce reports that: follow a logical structure, are easy to read and 
achieve a desired result and look professional. For more information visit here. 
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