EMC POLICY BRIEF
A weekly roundup of local government news in the East Midlands brought to you by
East Midlands Councils
23 MAY 2025

Top items this week:
· EMAPPG Highlight Regional Investment Opportunities Ahead of 2025 CSR
· Planning Reform & Devolution Event
· EMC Councillor Development Programme
· EMCCA & GLCCA Present Regional Investment Plans at UKREiiF

EAST MIDLANDS APPG HIGHLIGHT REGIONAL INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES AHEAD OF 2025 CSR
The All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) for the East Midlands has published the findings of its first inquiry of the new Parliament, ahead of the 2025 Comprehensive Spending Review (CSR). The inquiry focuses on key challenges the region faces in the run-up to the CSR, highlighting the scale of opportunity across the East Midland. The APPG’s report sets out five recommendations aimed at addressing the region’s long-term challenges including changes to the national funding criteria for transport and flood defence schemes.
Chair of the APPG, James Naish MP, said: "The East Midlands has the potential to play a far bigger role in the UK’s economic ambitions, but only if the government unlocks this potential with fairer investment and more targeted support. “Our recommendations are practical, deliverable and build on strong regional evidence. We urge ministers to take these ideas forward in the 2025 CSR.”
Read the full report on our website: https://www.emcouncils.gov.uk/east-midlands-mps-highlight-regional-underinvestment-ahead-of-the-2025-comprehensive-spending-review/

PLANNING REFORM & DEVOLUTION (AKA “THE PERFECT STORM”)
EMC is holding an all-day free event on 5 June 2025 from 10am-4pm where councillors and officers can meet to hear an update on the latest government policy reforms regarding the devolution framework, national planning policy and housing and to consider the impact for councils and communities.
The event will be in-person and will be held at Devonshire Place in Leicester,
We have secured a great line up of speakers so don’t miss out on your chance to attend this informative day. For a copy of the programme and to book a place please visit our website: https://www.emcouncils.gov.uk/events/planning-reform/

MIDLAND MAINLINE ELECTRIFICATION ROUNDTABLE
Senior political, business, and transport leaders from across the East Midlands came together at the House of Commons to reaffirm support for the full electrification of the Midland Mainline. Hosted by Catherine Atkinson MP, the roundtable event underlined the national and regional importance of completing electrification on this key inter-city rail corridor. With 40% of the line still running on diesel, speakers highlighted the need for government clarity and commitment ahead of the Comprehensive Spending Review. completing the project would unlock economic growth, reduce emissions, and create thousands of skilled jobs and apprenticeships across the region.

EAST MIDLANDS COUNCILS—NOMINATION PROCESS
EMC has now started the process of inviting nominations for membership.
Local Authority members are allocated one place on EMC, to each local authority in membership, which is usually the Leader of the Council unless otherwise specified.
In addition to this, there are a further 40 places which are allocated based on the political balance of the region.
For further information on this please contact lisa.hopkins@emcouncils.gov.uk.

EMC COUNCILLOR DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
Chairing Skills for Councillors
Wednesday 18 June 2025 | 6pm—8.30pm
This 2.5-hour session has been developed for Councillors in the East Midlands, who are interested in developing their chairing skills in face to face, virtual and hybrid settings. It is suitable for both chairs and vice chairs.
https://www.emcouncils.gov.uk/events/chairing-skills-for-members-337/

Hitting the Ground Running—Workshop for newly elected councillors
Friday 11 July 2025 | 2pm—4.30pm—Lunch served from 12:30pm
Our Hitting the Ground Running Workshop on 11th July is provided specifically for newly elected councillors. The purpose of this introductory session is to highlight the role of the modern councillor, in particular, how you can be effective in your community leadership/ward councillor role and work most effectively with council officers.
https://www.emcouncils.gov.uk/events/hitting-the-ground-running-a-workshop-for-newly-elected-councillors/

COMBINED COUNTY AUTHORITIES PRESENT REGIONAL INVESTMENT PLANS AT UKREIIF
East Midlands’ two Combined County Authorities, EMCCA and GLCCA, joined councils, developers, and investors from across the UK at this year’s UK Real Estate Investment and Infrastructure Forum (UKREiiF) to outline investment priorities and regional development plans.
East Midlands CCA outlined its future vision at UKREiiF, presenting a new roadmap for growth focused on creating 100,000 jobs, delivering 52,000 new homes, and boosting the regional economy by £4.6 billion. Key projects included The Trent Arc, connecting Nottingham and Derby with 30,000 homes and 2.7 million square feet of commercial space, alongside Derby’s City Centre Office Prospectus. Mayor Claire Ward highlighted major development opportunities, from the £410 million nuclear fusion project at West Burton to urban regeneration across Derby and Nottingham. Chesterfield BC also unveiled a £2 billion regeneration programme.
https://www.eastmidlands-cca.gov.uk/news/east-midlands-showcases-regeneration-and-investment-successes-as-ukreiif-2025-concludes/
The Greater Lincolnshire CCA, led by Mayor Dame Andrea Jenkyns, launched 17 investment opportunities worth £3.6bn across housing, infrastructure, and key sectors such as agri-food, defence, and ports. GLCCA hosted four sessions during the forum, outlining plans for housing delivery, rural transport, and sector growth. The authority also confirmed its intention to build on existing powers and seek further devolution to support regional economic development.
https://greaterlincolnshire-cca.gov.uk/news/article/11/mayor-announces-investment-opportunities-worth-3-6bn-at-ukreiif

ENDS.


EMC  POLICY BRIEF   A weekly  roundup   of local government news in  the East Midlands brought to you by   East Midlands Councils   23 MAY 2025     Top items this week :      EMAPPG Highlight Regional Investment  Opportunities Ahead of 2025 CSR      Planning Reform & Devolution Event      EMC Councillor Development Programme      EMCCA & GLCCA Present Regional  Investment Plans at UKREiiF     EAST MIDLANDS APPG HIGHLIGHT  REGIONAL INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES  AHEAD OF 2025 CSR   T he All - Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) for the  East Midlands has published the findings of its first  inquiry of the new Parliament, ahead of the 2025  Comprehensive Spending Review (CSR). The  inquiry focuses on key challenges the region faces  in the run - up   to the CSR, highlighting the scale of 

