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 EMC GENERAL MEETING 

The East Midlands Councils Annual General Meeting will be taking place on Friday 11th July 

2025, and will be held at Newark & Sherwood DC, Castle House, Newark, NG24 1BY. 

Registration will commence from 9am, with political pre-meetings taking place at 9.30am.  

The AGM will begin at 10am, concluding with lunch at midday. 

The invitation to attend the EMC AGM is open to all councillors from across the region. 

If you would like to attend, we would be grateful if you could confirm by emailing 

lisa.hopkins@emcouncils.gov.uk. 
 
 

HITTING THE GROUND RUNNING – WORKSHOP FOR NEWLY ELECTED COUNCILLORS 

FRIDAY 11 JULY 2025 | 2PM—4.30PM 
 

East Midlands Councils (EMC), in partnership with the Local Government Association (LGA), is 

hosting a Hitting the Ground Running workshop on 11th July for newly elected councillors. The 

session is designed to support new members as they begin their roles, offering an introduction to 

the responsibilities of modern councillors, with a particular focus on effective community 

leadership and constructive working relationships with council officers. 

The workshop will also provide an overview of the evolving local government landscape, including 

devolution and Local Government Reform (LGR), to ensure attendees understand the broader 

context in which they operate. Delivered through interactive discussions and practical activities, 

the session will offer opportunities to learn from experienced councillors and senior officers across 

the East Midlands. The session is free to attend for councillors from EMC member authorities, 

with lunch available from 12.30pm ahead of the 2.00–4.30pm session. 
 
 

EMC COUNCILLOR DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 

CYBER SECURITY – STAY SAFE ONLINE! 
 

East Midlands Councils, working collaboratively with the East Midlands Special Operations Unit 
(EMSOU), is hosting a free webinar for Councillors on cyber security. This one-hour session has 
been developed for Councillors in the East Midlands to provide practical advice and information to 
help keep you safe online.  Previous attendees have rated this briefing as informative and 
excellent, not only in raising their own awareness but in the practical advice and guidance they 
can use to signpost in their communities too. There are two upcoming dates available for this 
online training - Thursday 31 July from 1pm - 2pm or Tuesday 16 September from 7pm - 8pm.  
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 REGIONAL SUCCESS AT THE MJ AWARDS 

The MJ Awards took place last week, a ceremony which celebrates excellence across local 

government. Derby City Council was awarded the title of Best Council Services Team for their 

commercial approach which has put children’s safety at the heart of what they do.  

Nottinghamshire County Council won the award for Community Engagement for a scheme which 

reconnected ex-mining communities with Sherwood Forrest’s heritage and nature. 

North Northamptonshire Council won the award for Innovation in Public and Private Partnerships 

for a project with Irchester Field School, while NNC’s Patrick Banham, Project Manager for 

Adults, Health Partnerships and Housing also received a Highly Commended in the Rising Star 

Category. Congratulations to all councils recognised .  

 

GOVERNMENT PUBLISHES INDUSTRIAL STRATEGY 

The UK’s Modern Industrial Strategy policy paper was published on the 23rd  June by the 

Department for Business and Trade (DBT), setting out the government's ten-year plan to “make 

the UK the best country to invest in anywhere in the world” The ten-year strategy identifies eight 

“high growth sectors” that are “best placed to create the wealth, jobs, and higher wages our 

country needs”. The sectors, known as the IS-8, are: advanced manufacturing, clean energy 

industries, life sciences,  defence (which are all identified as having ‘clusters’ in the East 

Midlands), digital and technologies, professional and business services, financial services, and 

creative industries. 
 
 

REFORM UK CONFIRMS LEADERSHIP OF NEW LGA GROUP  

Reform UK has confirmed its nominations for the leadership of its new Local Government 

Association (LGA) group. Lancashire County Council Leader Cllr Stephen Atkinson has been 

nominated as group leader, with Nottinghamshire County Council Leader Cllr Mick Barton 

nominated as deputy leader. 

Cllr Barton previously served for over two decades on Mansfield District Council before joining 

Reform UK from the Mansfield Independents last year.  

 

EMC COACHING & MENTORING NEWORK CPD EVENTS 

To develop coaching skills across the region, our 2-hour virtual coaching CPD events are 

available.  

Coaching Tools – 7th August 2025 & 30th Sept 2025 

Participants at these CPD sessions will benefit from guidance and advice from Sandra Whiles, 

author of The Coaching Tools Compendium, providing encouragement and support for coaching 

journeys. 

Coaching through Uncertainty and Change – 10th Sept 2025 

For the public sector, change has always been a fact of organisational life. The pace of change 

has however, increased significantly and is alongside a turbulent external environment. A term 

often used to describe this external environment is VUCA – Volatile, Uncertain, Complex and 

Ambiguous. 
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