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Planning Reform, Devolution & LGR: 
‘The Perfect Storm - One Year On’

16th July 2026

	9:15am
	Refreshments and Registration

	10:00am
	Welcome from Chair
Cllr Richard Wright, Leader of North Kesteven District Council and Chair of the Local Councils Network 


	10:05am



10:30am


10:55am





	Session 1: Devolution & LGR – Where Are We Now? 
Devolution & LGR: Emerging Proposals
Jon Gleek, Head of Research & Policy, Local Government Information Unit

Lessons from the Past
Adele Wyle, Chief Executive, North Northamptonshire Council 

Panel 1: Preparing for LGR 
· Bill Cullen, Chief Executive, Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council 
· Nicole Hilton, Deputy Director for Place, Lincolnshire County Council 
· Adele Wylie, Chief Executive, North Northamptonshire Council 

Panel Discussion facilitated by Andrew Pritchard  

	11:35am
	Refreshments

	11.50am



12:15pm





	Session 2:  Delivering a Planning Service in Times of Change 
Planning Reform & LGR
Catriona Riddell, Catriona Riddell Associates & POS 

Panel 2: The East Midlands Perspective  
· Grant Butterworth, Head of Planning, Leicester City Council 
· Steve Birkinshaw, Head of Planning & Regeneration, Erewash Borough Council 
· Sarah Kay, Interim Strategic Director, Economic Growth, Bolsover District Council

Panel Discussion facilitated by Andrew Pritchard

	1:00pm
	Lunch

	2:00pm




3.00pm


3.20pm 




	Session 3: Planning Reform: Where are we Now? 
New Legislative and Policy Framework 
· Hugh Richards, Head of Planning & Environment, No5 Chambers 
· Jessica Allen, Specialist Environmental Lawyer, No5 Chambers 

The Re-Birth of Strategic Planning  
Richard Wood, Richard Wood Associates 

Panel 3: Delivering Spatial Development Strategies 
· Adele Maher, Chief Planner, EMCCA
· Rob Webster, Associate Town Planner, Arup 
· Craig Cameron, Land & Partnerships, Langcroft Group
· Richard Wood, Richard Wood Associates

Panel Discussion facilitated by Andrew Pritchard

	3.55pm 
	Closing Remarks

	4.00pm
	Close
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