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Procedure guide for new local plan system published
The Planning Inspectorate has published its Procedure guide for new local plan system.
The guide supports local planning authorities (LPAs), and others involved in plan preparation and examination. It offers practical guidance, procedure and information and covers the gateway assessments and the examination process in detail.
procedure guide for local plan examinations under the new local plan system
Success for Councils in the East Midlands at the MJ Awards 
Councils from across the East Midlands were recognised at the MJ Awards 2026, which celebrate excellence in local government.
Rushcliffe Borough Council (Nottinghamshire) won the award for Best Council Services Team, while Rutland County Council was recognised with the award for Best Local Government Finance Team. 
These achievements highlight the strength of local government across the region and the continued delivery of high‑quality services for residents.
[themj.co.uk]
EMR Train Crash near Bedford: Preliminary Report Highlights Safety and Operational Issues 
EMR intercity services were very seriously impacted for a week by the tragic accident near Bedford which took place on Friday 19th June involving a collision between a Class 360 Corby-Connect service and Class 810 Aurora, in which an EMR driver sadly died and many passengers were injured.  The Rail Accident Investigation Branch has published an interim report, with a full report with recommendations to follow once the investigation is complete. 
Collision between two passenger trains near Elstow - GOV.UK

TfEM Publishes New Regional Evidence Base to Support Transport Investment, Connectivity and Economic Growth
Transport for the East Midlands (TfEM) has published four new evidence-based documents that strengthen the regional case for transport investment and economic growth. The flagship report, Routes to Prosperity, analyses demographic, economic and connectivity trends across the East Midlands and demonstrates the relationship between transport connectivity and economic performance. Complementing this, Freight and Growth in the East Midlands examines how freight currently operates across road, rail and air networks and identifies opportunities to improve efficiency, increase capacity and reduce impacts on communities. 
The documents available Prosperity –Routes to Prosperity Economic Transport Evidence Base and Freight and Growth in the East Midlands – Freight and Growth in the East Midlands 
Alongside these reports, TfEM has published a Station Growth Analysis forecasting rail demand at every station across the East Midlands and Greater Lincolnshire through to 2046, incorporating both DfT forecasting methods and the Government’s updated housing growth assumptions. A Regional Service Categorisation framework has also been developed, classifying stations and routes by their strategic, regional and local roles while identifying connectivity and service frequency gaps, particularly during evenings and Sundays. Together, these documents provide councils and partners with a robust regional evidence base to support transport planning, housing and economic growth strategies, rail service development and future investment bids. 
The rail datasets are available via the TfEM website: https://www.emcouncils.gov.uk/transport-for-the-east-midlands/.

Newly refurbished Class 360 electric trains serving the Corby-St Pancras route
Cllr Martin Griffiths and Cllr Chris McGiffen of North Northamptonshire Council along EMC’s Director of Policy & Infrastructure Andrew Pritchard attended the launch of the first refurbished Class 360 EMR electric train at Kettering on 5th June. The before and after transformation is startling and reflects the aspirations of the TfEM Board and many other stakeholders. Refurbishment of the entire fleet is expected to be completed over the next year.

East Midlands Road Schemes to be cancelled
Following last year’s cancellation of the Midland Main Line Electrification the Government is now planning to cancel two major road schemes in the East Midlands: the A38 Derby Junctions and A46 Newark Bypass.
These latest cancellations have been made to fund the Government’s Defence Investment Plan.  Only two road schemes will be cancelled across the country – both in the East Midlands. Cancelling the A38 and A46 schemes along with Midland Main Line electrification means the East Midlands will have lost well over £2billion of committed transport investment in the 12 months since the Spending Review. 
Cllr Sean Matthews, Chair of East Midlands Councils said: “This decision to cancel these schemes is truly shocking and will damage economic confidence in the East Midlands and well as causing misery to motorists.  The East Midlands continues to be treated as ‘soft touch’ when Ministers need cash. This must end.” 
Sir Peter Soulsby, Chair of Transport for the East Midlands said: “The A46 and A38 are both critical routes for investment and growth, not just for the East Midlands but the country as a whole. Both these schemes have taken years to develop and progress through the planning process. To cancel them now as they are about to be deliver is foolish and yet again ignores the needs of the East Midlands'
East Midlands stuck in the low lane: Government cancels major transport investment…again!
Local government pay – industrial action balloting and regional support

As indicated in last month’s Policy Brief, the national pay offer to Local Government Services employees of a 3.30 per cent pay increase was rejected by unions. 
Unison will be conducting strike ballots from 9 July to 6 August in some councils and schools in England and Wales. Some councils in the region have received notice from Unison that it will be balloting in their organisation. Councils are asked to notify Sam Maher at EMC when notifications are received to enable EMC to share information and advice amongst those affected and provide a picture of the potential impact across the region and nationally.
Unite has recently confirmed it will also be conducting ballots for industrial action, which will run from 13 July to 17 August and will take place in targeted employers.  
In late June, GMB announced it will also be balloting for industrial action in targeted employers and we are still awaiting further details of their next steps.

Latest Age Assessment training delivered to East Midlands Local Authority Officers

EMC provided the latest all-day in-person training session on the 10th June as part of our ongoing support to Local Authorities.

This training aims to provide practical guidance to Local Authority Social Work professionals in reducing the risk of successful legal challenges to Brief Enquiries and Age Assessments.
The latest event was the third all-day session provided since last September, with representatives from all East Midlands Local Authorities, with Children’s Social Care responsibilities, benefitting from this training.
This training will be further developed and enhanced in the coming months for the continued benefit of East Midlands Local Authorities.

Low Cost Environmental Health CPD Event – Allergens & Labelling

On the 25th of June, environmental health professionals came together in Leicester for a full day of practical, low‑cost continuing professional development focused on allergens and food labelling.
The event explored why food allergies are increasing and provide practical guidance on how to assess allergen controls during audits and validation checks. 
Attendees heard from a range of expert speakers covering key topics such as the ‘STOP & THINK’ guidance, legal responsibilities, enforcement options and the latest updates from the Food Standards Agency. 
The afternoon session focused on understanding allergen labelling requirements for both prepacked and prepacked for direct sale foods, alongside nutrient calculation and practical tools to support compliance. 
The event was part of the low cost CPD subscription for Environmental Health offered by East Midland Councils.
For more information, please email lisa.bushell@emcouncils.gov.uk


East Midlands Councils AGM – Friday 3rd July

Councillors are invited to attend the Annual General Meeting of East Midlands Councils, to be held at 9.30am in the offices of Leicestershire County Council.
The meeting will consider recent updates on growth and investment in the region, the delivery of asylum and refugee resettlement programmes and important workforce changes facing the sector, alongside the implications of LGR proposals, with the Government very likely due to make a decision w/c 13th July.
· The agenda and papers are available EMC General Meeting
· EMC Annual Report available 2025-2026
Planning Reform & Devolution – The Perfect Storm One Year On

East Midlands Councils will host a full-day event on 16 July 2026 (10am–4pm), bringing together councillors and officers to explore the latest government policy reforms. Sessions will focus on devolution, local government reorganisation, national planning policy and housing, with discussion on the implications for councils and communities.
The programme will include updates on devolution and planning reform, lessons learned, and panel discussions sharing regional perspectives and practical approaches during a period of change.
Attendance is open to EMC member authorities only. The deadline for bookings is 9 July. Please visit the link below where you will find a copy of the draft programme and booking details. 
Planning Reform & Devolution – The Perfect Storm One Year On


East Midlands Councils – Councillor Development Programme
East Midlands Councils provides a comprehensive, value for money, councillor development programme for member councils in the East Midlands, which is updated throughout the year to compliment your councils in-house provision. We have a range of sessions currently available for members, including:
Planning Reform & Devolution: The Perfect Storm One Year One | 10.00am – 4.00pm | Face to Face at Devonshire Place, Leicester (also open to officers)
Overview and Scrutiny – Questioning Techniques | 16th July | 6.00pm – 8.00pm | Delivered Virtually
Building resilience through effective time management | 22nd September | 5.00pm – 7.00pm | Delivered Virtually
For more information and to book your place, visit: https://www.emcouncils.gov.uk/event-category/councillor/

2

