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Pay Award Agreed for NJC for local government services (Green Book) employees and Chief Executives

On 24th August, agreement was reached on a 3.3% pay award for local government services (‘Green Book’) employees for 2026. Agreement was also reached for a 3.3% increase for local authority Chief Executives. Details are available through the following links:
Local Government Services: https://whttps://www.emcouncils.gov.uk/pay-and-reward/local-government-services/
Chief Executives: https://www.emcouncils.gov.uk/pay-and-reward/chief-executives/

Top A-level grades: regional gap reaches its widest level yet

The gap between the proportion of A-level entries in London getting the top grades and the equivalent figure in both north-east England and the East Midlands has reached a new record size.

32.7% of entries in the capital were awarded A or A* this year, up from 32.1% in 2025 and the highest for any region in England, the exam results show.

The north-east and the East Midlands had the joint lowest rate, at 23.1%.

The gap between London and each of these two regions now stands at 9.6 percentage points, the largest since the present system of grading began in 2010, according to Press Association analysis.

In north-east England, the gap has widened from 9.2 points in 2025, though the proportion of entries getting A or A* rose slightly this year, from 22.9% to 23.1%.

By contrast, the East Midlands saw a drop in entries awarded the top grades, from 23.8% to 23.1%, the biggest fall of any region. This pushed the gap with London up from 8.3 points in 2025 to 9.6 points this year.

At a national level, 10.7% of A-level entries this year in Wales received A*, higher than the equivalent figure for England (9.6%) and Northern Ireland (8.8%).

For entries awarded A or above, Northern Ireland was ahead at 30.7%, above Wales (29.6%) and England (28.3%).

Regional inequality in top grades has worsened

https://www.theguardian.com/education/live/2026/aug/13/a-level-results-universities-clearing-schools-college-sixth-forms-latest-news-updates?CMP=share_btn_url&page=with%3Ablock-6a7d7fa08f08d002b566a0fa#block-6a7d7fa08f08d002b566a0fa

National Planning Policy Framework Published 
The Government published its revised National Planning Policy Framework on 17th August 2026. The final version incorporates more changes than expected from the draft published in December 2025. The amendments address several comments made in the EMC consultation response submitted following discussion at the EMC General meeting on 27th February 2026. Design policies relating to health and the safety of women and girls have been strengthened, and limitations on the ability of the councils to set local energy standards have been eased.  The treatment of surface water flooding risk has also been clarified. 

Further information at: National Planning Policy Framework - GOV.UK

Consultation on cancelling A46 Newark Bypass and A38 Derby Junctions Enhancement Schemes 
The closing date for comments on proposals to amend the Government’s Road Investment Strategy to remove these two schemes to fund the Defence Investment Plan is the 14th September 2026.  EMC/TfEM is working with officials from EMCCA, GLCCA and member authorities to develop a robust regional response. 

Further information at: East Midlands Mayor urges communities and businesses to back campaign against A46 and A38 road scheme cancellations - East Midlands Combined County Authority


Consultation on additional planning powers for Mayors
The Government has launched a public consultation on implementing planning powers for Mayors set out in the English Devolution and Community Empowerment Act 2026, which hitherto have been confined to London.  The new powers would enable Mayors to ‘call in’ planning applications of potential strategic importance and to make Mayoral Development Orders. They would also enable the establishment of a Mayoral Community Infrastructure Levy.  The consultation will close on 5th October 2026. 
For more information: Planning powers for mayors in England - GOV.UK


Everyone-in by Christmas 
The Government had announced a further £102m of funding to deliver the Prime Minister’s commitment to end rough sleeping. This brings the total allocated to £442m. New accommodation and support will be rolled out across England this winter, learning from innovative approaches put into place during the pandemic.  Further information at:   Rough Sleeping Programme Guidance - GOV.UK

Social and Affordable Homes Programme Allocations
The Government has announced the first wave of funding from its £39bn Social and Affordable Homes Programme.   £10billion has been awarded to 33 delivery partners outside London to deliver 73,600 new homes.  No specific allocations have been made to authorities in the East Midlands, although EMCCA will be able to set the ‘strategic direction’ of funds administer by Homes England across Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire:  
For more information: Historic council housebuilding comeback to help families into secure homes - GOV.UK


[bookmark: _Hlk238632818]Afghan Resettlement in the East Midlands – 5 Years On
August 2026 marks the fifth anniversary of the evacuation of Kabul and the implementation of the UK Government Afghan Resettlement schemes. Local authorities in the East Midlands have generously welcomed c 1400 eligible Afghans and continue to support their successful integration into UK life. This BBC news story demonstrates the resilience and determination of one of those arrivals. East Midlands SMP continue to support local authorities with all resettlement pathways including Afghan and Ukrainian schemes.
I have a new 'English grandma' after being evacuated from Afghanistan - BBC News
[bookmark: _Hlk238114374]

Migration Training Programme

East Midlands Councils SMP has launched its autumn 2026 Migration Training Programme, offering a series of online learning sessions for local authority officers and approved voluntary and community sector partners working with asylum seekers, refugees and resettled communities. The programme includes country-specific training delivered by IOM UK on Somalia, Eritrea and Iraq, providing practical insight into culture, displacement experiences and access to services. The sessions are designed to improve understanding of the needs and experiences of newly arrived residents and support effective service delivery. This will help councils across the East Midlands strengthen integration support and deliver informed, responsive services to local communities.

Asylum and Refugee Resettlement - East Midlands Councils

[bookmark: _Hlk238632692]

Employment and English Support for Hong Kongers
[bookmark: _Hlk238632742]The Specialist Training and Employment Programme (STEP) has been extended for Hong Kong BN(O) visa holders. 
The programme is funded by UK Government and managed by World Jewish Relief in partnership with the British Council.
It offers intensive English language tuition and one to one support with finding or improving employment.
Registration closes on Sunday 13th September. Further information is available at [link below]
Specialist training and employment programme | World Jewish Relief

East Midlands Challenge – 7th Oct 2027 – Running a Unitary Council
Back by popular demand, we are delighted to announce that East Midlands Councils will host the East Midlands Challenge event on 7th October 2027 at Leicester Racecourse in Oadby, Leicester.
The Challenge offers a fantastic opportunity for aspiring leaders to gain exposure to issues outside of their normal work, giving them a taste of what senior management is really like and testing their skills in running a Unitary council.
The East Midlands Challenge gives aspiring senior leaders of the future an opportunity to test their ever-developing skills in a real life but safe environment. Taking on the role of senior management, teams of 6 people are required to prioritise a series of challenges, gaining exposure to issues outside of their normal work and expanding their skill set in the process.
Please save this date. Further information will be shared in October.
[bookmark: _Hlk239161298]
East Midlands Councils – Councillor Development Programme
East Midlands Councils provides a comprehensive, value for money, councillor development programme for member councils in the East Midlands, which is updated throughout the year to compliment your councils in-house provision. We have a range of sessions currently available for members, including:

Building Resilience through effective time management for councillors | 22nd Sept | 5pm-7pm | Delivered Virtually

One Year On – Workshop for Newly Elected Councillors | 1st Oct | 6.00pm – 8.30pm | Delivered Virtually

For more information and to book your place, visit: https://www.emcouncils.gov.uk/event-category/councillor/
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