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EMC Responds to the Cancellation of A46 Investment 

EMC & TfEM have published a strongly worded joint response to the Government’s proposal to cancel enhancements to the A46 Newark Bypass and A38 Derby Junctions, which comes just a year after the Government ‘indefinitely paused’ Midland Main Line Electrification. The response was picked up by the BBC and was the lead item in the 20th September 2026 Midlands Sunday Politics Show and featured in the following week’s edition in which the Prime Minister addressed EMC’s broader concerns about the ‘de-funding’ the East Midlands. The Government is likely to finalise its decision at or around the Budget, which is due on the 28th October 2026. For more information: 

EMC & TfEM oppose cancellation of critical road investment

Award Winning Councils from the East Midlands
Four councils from across the East Midlands have been recognised at the Association for Public Service Excellence (APSE) Service Awards 2026, highlighting innovation and excellence in local government services.

· South and East Lincolnshire Councils Partnership received the award for Best Workforce Initiative.
· Derby City Council won Best Commercialisation and Entrepreneurship Initiative.
· South Kesteven District Council was recognised for Best Climate Action or Decarbonisation Initiative.
· Nottingham City Council won Best Service Team of the Year: Parks and Green Spaces.
These awards showcase the innovative work taking place across the East Midlands and highlight examples of good practice in workforce development, service improvement, climate action and community services.

Announcing the winners of the APSE Service Awards 2026 - apse

Government ‘pauses’ LGR Process 
On the 7th September 2026 the Government announced a ‘pause’ in the LGR process following consideration of legal advice. Decisions announced on the 16th July in the East Midlands will now be subject to a ‘rapid review’ – although no timescales have been confirmed. As a result, local elections will now take place in May 2027 on existing boundaries in Derby, Leicester, Nottingham, Rutland and in the Region’s 29 borough and district councils. For further information:

Local Government Reorganisation - Hansard - UK Parliament


Consultation on Equal Pay Reform
The Government is consulting on proposals to strengthen the equal pay framework, including extending equal pay protections to address pay discrimination on the grounds of race and disability. Other proposals include improving pay transparency and strengthening enforcement through a new Equal Pay Regulatory Enforcement Unit.
Of particular interest to local authorities are proposals to extend equal pay protections to outsourced workers undertaking work of equal value to directly employed staff. If implemented, the changes could have implications for procurement arrangements, contract costs and commissioned services across the public sector.
The consultation closes on 27 October 2026, and feedback will inform the Government's approach to future equal pay legislation.

Equal pay and pay discrimination

Homes for Ukraine Funding Changes Announced
The Government has confirmed that Local Authority tariff funding and host Thank You payments under the Homes for Ukraine scheme will reduce for all new claims submitted from 1 January 2027. Tariff funding will decrease from £5,900 to £3,300 per person, while Thank You payments will reduce from £350 to £100 per month. Existing retrospective claims for the current quarter will not be affected.
The changes are expected to have implications for local authority support arrangements, host retention and guests' transition into independent accommodation. East Midlands Councils has brought together local authority leads to assess the potential impacts, share emerging approaches and raise regional concerns with MHCLG. National work is also underway to develop resources to support guests moving into independent housing and to promote alternative hosting options through the Rent a Room scheme.

Homes for Ukraine: Funding - Hansard - UK Parliament

Home Secretary Announces New Safe and Legal Resettlement Routes
The Home Secretary has announced the reopening of the UK Resettlement Scheme (UKRS) for new referrals. Around a quarter of referrals will prioritise Afghan women and girls and Palestinian refugees fleeing conflict and persecution. Referrals will be made through the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) and the International Refugee Assistance Project (IRAP), with first arrivals expected before the end of the year.
The Government has also confirmed the introduction of new community, student and work sponsorship routes, enabling charities, universities and businesses to support refugee resettlement.
The expansion of safe and legal routes is expected to increase resettlement activity and partnership working across local areas. While local authorities will continue to play a key role in supporting integration and coordinating services, the sponsorship schemes are intended to provide accommodation and practical support, helping to share responsibilities across communities, education providers and employers.

UK Resettlement Scheme reopens for new referrals

Inspection of Child Safeguarding Arrangements Across the Immigration System
The Independent Chief Inspector of Borders and Immigration has launched an inspection of the Home Office's child safeguarding arrangements across the migration and borders system.
The inspection will assess the effectiveness and consistency of safeguarding arrangements, including the treatment of children at the border, the management of safeguarding referrals, and the sharing of safeguarding information between the Home Office and partner agencies.
Inspectors are particularly interested in safeguarding arrangements for children arriving through airports, seaports and small boat crossings, accompanied asylum-seeking children, and young people involved in age-dispute processes within Immigration Removal Centres.
The findings may help inform future improvements to safeguarding practice and partnership working across the immigration and asylum system.

Call for Evidence: An inspection of the treatment of children within the migration and borders system

EMC Launches Asylum Information Hub for Local Authorities
East Midlands Councils SMP has launched a suite of new resources to support local authorities and partners working with people seeking asylum across the region. The resources include an Asylum Seekers Process Journey, which explains the different stages of the asylum process, a Local Authority Overview providing practical guidance on roles, responsibilities and support arrangements, and an Asylum, Migration & Cohesion Resources page bringing together key information in one place. Developed through existing regional partnership capacity, the resources form part of the wider East Midlands Asylum Hub and are designed to improve understanding, consistency, and access to information for councils and partner organisations supporting people seeking asylum.

Asylum Dispersal





EMR step-up inter-city services on the Midland Main Line
EMR have increased services on the MML from 87% of the May 2026 timetable to 92%. The step-up follows an increase in rolling stock availability from Hitachi Rail which manufactures the new Aurora 810s and maintains the legacy fleet of Meridian 222s. Although EMR is committed to returning to a full timetable as soon as possible, no date has been confirmed. EMR’s Interim Managing Director Neil Graham will provide an update on progress to the TfEM Board on the 28th September 2026. For further information:

EMR to step up Intercity timetable from 31 August following improved service stability | East Midlands Railway News










EMC Training and Development

Reading for Speed & Retention
6th October | 10am-12.30pm | Virtual

Suitable for officers and members, This virtual training programme provides practical techniques to help participants gain an overview of a detailed document at speed as well as developing a process for forensic reading.

Topics include understanding the reading process, overcoming barriers to concentration and retention, using different reading styles for different purposes, improving the eye-brain connection, reading effectively from screens, and techniques for better understanding, accuracy and recall. A great opportunity for anyone looking to boost their reading efficiency and confidence.

https://www.emcouncils.gov.uk/events/speed-reading/ 
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