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The Woodland Trust
The UK's leading woodland conservation
charity, set up 40 years with 500,000
members and supporters:
Our aims:
1 - Work with others to plant more native
trees.
2 - Protect native woods, trees and their
wildlife for the future.
3 - Inspire everyone to enjoy and value
woods and trees.
We own and manage over 1,000 sites
across the UK, covering around 20,000
hectares
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Ancient Woodland
‘Ancient woodland’ is any wooded area that has been wooded
continuously since at least 1600 AD. It includes:
•
‘ancient semi-natural woodland’ mainly
made up of trees and shrubs native to the site, usually
arising from natural regeneration
Rather than squeezing
two onto one slide

•
‘plantations on ancient woodland sites’
areas of ancient woodland where the former native
tree cover has been felled and replaced by planted
trees, usually of species not native to the site

The title of your presentation

NPPF - Paragraph 118
“Planning permission should be refused for
development resulting in the loss or deterioration of
irreplaceable habitats, including ancient woodland and
the loss of aged or veteran trees found outside ancient
woodland, unless the need for, and benefits of, the
development in that location clearly outweigh the loss.”

Why is our ancient woodland so important anyway?
1 The UK is the least densely wooded
country in Northern Europe and less
than 3% of the UK’s land mass is
Ancient Woodland
2 It special because of the complex and
interwoven relationship between trees,
flora, fauna, fungi and soils, which
supports many forms of life.
3 Ancient woodland supports more
species of conservation concern than
any other habitat.
4 As such it can never be replaced or
added to by the planting of new native
woodlands. In other words once it is
gone, it is gone forever.

What We Want
Amend NPPF Paragraph 118 to:
“planning permission should be
refused for development
resulting in the loss or
degradation of irreplaceable
ancient trees and ancient
woodland habitats, unless the
circumstances are wholly
exceptional”.

Ancient Woodland Inventory
• Available as a mapping layer
from DEFRA Magic Maps
• Held by Natural England
• Woods under 2 hectares not
initially included
• Provisional
• If it is not on the inventory
but ancient woodland
indicator species are present
check historic map data

Case Studies: Local Plan Policy
South Hams Green Infrastructure Framework (Final
version April 2015)
• BLH3 Support protection of ancient semi-natural
woodland (ASNW), sensitive restoration of plantations on
ancient woodland sites (PAWS), creation of new woodland
(especially to buffer and extend existing ancient woodland
and other seminatural habitats) and planting of young
hedgerow trees.
• Countryside Stewardship and previous schemes,
• Woodland Trust MOREwoods scheme and free
Community and
• School planting packs, developer contributions
• The Woodland Trust has developed the Woodland Access
Standard (WASt). The standard recommends:
- that no person should live more than 500m from
at least one area of accessible woodland of no less
than 2ha in size; and
- there should be at least one area of accessible
woodland of no less than 20ha within 4km (8km
round trip) of people’s homes.
Broadwells Wood – Dan Lee

Case Studies: Local Plan Policy
East Staffordshire Borough Council Local Plan 2012 - 2031 (adopted Oct 2015)
DETAILED POLICY 8
• Tree Protection
• Proposals which relate to both protected and non-protected trees will be subject to the
following:
• Protected trees
• Felling of protected trees will only be granted consent where either:
• the tree is in poor health and/or has lost its intrinsic visual amenity value; or
• the tree is causing demonstrable harm/damage to the structural integrity of
a building or other built form, and the harm cannot be remedied by other
reasonable means.
Following felling of protected trees replacement planting will be required unless there are
exceptional circumstances which justify waiving this requirement.
Works to protected trees will only be granted consent where the tree is of public visual
amenity value and the works would not adversely affect the appearance of the tree and
the contribution it makes to the visual amenity of the locality.
Development will not be permitted that would directly or indirectly damage existing
mature or ancient woodland, veteran trees or ancient or species-rich hedgerows

Case Studies: Local Plan Policy
- Collaborative Working

Case Studies: Local Plan Policy
- Collaborative Working
West Norfolk District Council
• Site Allocations and Development Management Policies Pre-Submission
Document (January 2015) contained Policy E4.1 Knights Hill which
among other things sets out:
3.

Tree planting and retention within the site, and a layout which
facilitates the provision and maintenance of a high degree of
landscape planting to soften the visual appearance of the
development and to support wildlife. A 50 metre buffer around
the Reffley Wood ancient woodland;

Case Studies: Development Management
Working in a two tier area with multiple
agencies
• Large stockpiling of inert waste
in ancient woodland
• Up to 60 lorries a day
• Rural District
• Claimed it was generated on
site for use in making up forest
tracks
• Over 11 miles of forestry
tracks retrospectively
approved
• Intimidation of local residents
• Working to bring together the
County, District, EA and FC.

Case Studies: Development Management
• Large urban LPA
• Very little ancient woodland within the LPA
• Grade I Listed Building on English Heritage’s at
risk register
• Application for restoration and 76 houses
• In Green Belt and proposed housing in ancient
woodland
• AW not listed as a constraint
• Queried with LPA
• LPA did not have the AW mapping layer turned
on

Training – Districts and Parishes
• Worked with LPAs to provide
free CPD
• Ancient woodland
• Inventory
• Buffering
• Trees in new developments
• Neighbourhood planning and
trees

Councillor Tree Champions
• Pilot scheme working with
councillors of all colours across the
country
• Advice on planning matters
• Sharing best practice
• Assisting with wordings for motions
• Tree strategies
• Tree disease
• Speaking to community groups
WTPL

Going forward

•
•
•
•

Consult us.
Help us be our eyes and ears
Please write excellent robust policies!
Please talk to us!

Thank you and Any Questions?
Victoria Bankes Price
0343 7705767
victoriabankesprice@woodlandtrust.org.uk

