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Northamptonshire - Local government reform proposal
A proposal for local government reform in Northamptonshire has been agreed by seven out of eight councils in the
county.
Daventry District Council, East Northamptonshire Council, Kettering Borough Council, Northampton Borough Council,
Northamptonshire County Council, South Northamptonshire Council and the Borough Council of Wellingborough all
decided to submit the proposal while Corby Borough Council decided not to.
The proposal has now been submitted for consideration by the Government as it was not a requirement for all
councils to agree to it. According to the Northamptonshire County Council press release, a response is expected in the
Autumn “and will be seeking early discussions with Ministers to agree how the councils and the government can work
together to ensure that the two new unitary authorities will be financially sustainable and provide high-quality services
from the moment they are created in April 2020”.
Links to press releases on all of the councils’ website are included above.

East Midlands Housing & Planning Summit, 05 Oct 2018
East Midlands Councils will host the East Midlands Housing and Planning Summit on 5 October in Melton Mowbray
aimed at councillors and MPs. The discussions will be chaired by Prof Janice Morphet, Bartlett School of Planning and
Rt Hon Nick Raynsford, President of the Town & Country Planning Association, and will include a presentation from the
leader of the LGA’s Conservative Group and Vice-Chairman, Cllr James Jamieson as well as speakers from the National
Housing Federation and ARUP. For more information and to book one of the fully subsidised places visit here.

East Midlands Local Authority Challenge, returns 21 March 2019
On 21 March 2019 East Midlands Councils will once again bring the Local Authority Challenge to the East Midlands. In
2017 South Kesteven District Council became the Local Authority Challenge Winner for the East Midlands, winning the
coveted prize for the second year running.
The challenge is open to teams of six people. Delegates will spend the day as the management team of a fictional local
authority, encountering many of the tasks that a real corporate team would deal with. They will have to work as a
team, with neighbouring councils and with partner organisations to deliver a new strategy for the council.
It’s all Change for 2019
The Local Authority Challenge remains a simulation exercise in which teams take on the role of a senior management
team at one of four fictitious councils. For 2019 these four councils together form the fictitious Isle of Linfolk. The
councils are best described as operating under a ‘unitary plus’ scheme of arrangement with a unique set of regulations
drawn together from across the world! So whether you currently work in a one-tier system, a two-tier system or
outside of local authority altogether; for this event everyone will have to adapt
to the local arrangements and work to them accordingly!
To successfully complete the challenge teams will have to work with
neighbouring councils, stakeholders and partners to deliver a new strategy for
their council. They’ll have to identify which areas to prioritise, deal with
politically sensitive issues and maintain customer focus when determining how
to provide the public with the best services possible despite limited resources.
For more information on the challenge visit here.

EMC News
Upcoming EMC Board meeting dates;
 Transport for the East Midlands - 12 September 2018
 East Midlands Strategic Migration Board - 18 September 2018
 East Midlands Employers’ Board - 21 September 2018
 EMC Executive Board - 28 September 2018
EMC Support Activity
East Midlands Scrutiny Network Meeting - The East Midlands Scrutiny network will meet next on Friday 28
September at Blaby District Council. This network meeting will include a session facilitated by the Centre of Public
Scrutiny, on the development of the Government’s guidance on Scrutiny. For more information on the network visit
here.
East Midlands Councillor Development Network meeting - The East Midlands Councillor Development network will
meet next on Wednesday 26 September at Newark and Sherwood District Council. The network meeting will include a
facilitated session on induction providing an opportunity for network members to share and action plan. For more
information on the network visit here.
EMC Councillor Events
Chairing and Effective Meetings, 19 & 21 Sep 2018 - East Midlands Councils is holding two Chairing and Effective
meetings skills workshops for Councillors. Working in partnership with Rutland County Council, EMC is able to offer an
evening sessions, in addition to a morning session. Details here.
The workshop is for new and continuing chairs of committee, it will be interactive, drawing on people’s experience
and insights from the tutor to lead into group work [details here].
 Wednesday 19 September 2018. 5.30 pm – 8 pm. Venue: Rutland County Council, Oakham
 Friday 21 September 2018. 9.30 am – 12 noon. Venue: East Midlands Councils, Melton Mowbray

Infrastructure & Planning
New digital service to minimise disruptive roadworks - The Department for Transport is investing up to
£10 million in Street Manager, a digital planning service due to launch next year, to replace a costly and
ineffective system that will make more consistent, accurate data on street works available to motorists.
For more information visit here.

Housing and Homelessness
Government announces further protections for tenants against unfair letting fees - Tenants in the
private rented sector will no longer be forced to pay excessive fees for minor damages, as the
government continues to crackdown on unfair letting fees. For more visit here.
Funding allocated for councils to help rough sleepers - Rough sleepers will receive further support
after the government set out plans to fund 83 areas with the highest numbers of people at risk over
the next 2 years.
Following on from the launch of its Rough Sleeping Strategy last month, the government has announced provisional
allocations of a £34 million fund to provide local support for those living on the streets.
Councils across England with the highest numbers of rough sleepers will receive a share of the funding to back ongoing initiatives in their area, such as dedicated support teams and securing additional bed spaces. For more
information visit here.
The provisional £34 million allocated towards the 83 authorities will be for spending in the 2019 to 2020 year.
Finalised allocations will be dependent on progress in delivering programmes and services. These will be announced in
due course. In the East Midlands the Provisionally Allocated Funding;


Derby, £343,000.00



Lincoln, £519,396.00



Leicester, £349,688.00



Nottingham, £461,849.00

Migration
Building stronger communities through English language learning - The government’s integrated communities
English language programme, set to begin next April, aims to tackle one of the key causes of poor integration, a lack of
English language skills. Councils, charities and other providers will have the opportunity to bid for funding to run new
programmes which offer creative ways of teaching English to local residents. For more information visit here.
No Recourse for Public Funds Network Bulletin August 2018 - available from here.
New Philanthropy Capital (NPC) Research - the latest piece of research commissioned by the Transition Advice Fund:
“Settled? – Avoiding pitfalls and maximising potential for those seeking post-Brexit settled status” .

Local Government News
Tribute paid to Marion Brighton OBE - Tribute has been paid to former North Kesteven District
Council Leader Marion Brighton OBE, who died at the age of 88 in August. A District Councillor for
44 years, she led the Council for 16 years and was twice Chairman. She was a firm believer in local
government and its potential to make a positive impact in local communities. North Kesteven
District Council press release available from here.
Prevent duty toolkit for local authorities and partner agencies - The Prevent duty toolkit is designed to support local
authorities and their partners in their work to protect vulnerable people from radicalisation. It supplements the
Prevent duty guidance: for England and Wales, published in March 2015, and will assist in the consideration of
existing statutory guidance.
The toolkit supports the practical delivery of Prevent by local authorities and partner agencies by providing practical
information on duty implementation, case study examples on good practice local delivery and a self-assessment
framework. For more visit here.

Employers’ Information
EMC HR Bulletin, August 2018 Edition - The latest edition of the EMC HR Bulletin can be found here.
This month’s bulletin covers: A summary of the events in the region over the coming months that will be of particular interest
to the HR community, such as a national mediation conference, a follow-up to GDPR for HR led by our
popular expert, Lynn Wyeth, a new People Conference taking place in February and save the date
information for our annual employment law update with Darren Newman.
 Darren Newman’s article on a recent case concerning the refusal to postpone a disciplinary hearing due to
unavailability of the employee’s representative.
 A round-up of national information, including updates on the outstanding pay negotiations for Soulbury, Youth &
Community and Teachers in Residential Establishments, as well as resources for employers to help bridge the
Gender Pay Gap and on apprenticeships.
Sickness Absence Benchmarking Results - 27 councils in the East Midlands have responded to the sickness absence
information survey conducted by East Midlands Councils (the results are set out here). The summary of the findings
(available in the EMC HR Bulletin) includes trends over the last 3 years. Where comparative information was
available, 57% of councils saw an increase in sickness absence levels last year. Over the next year, EMC will be
supporting councils to help improve sickness absence and employee wellbeing and resilience and is also working
jointly with trade unions on this through the Regional Joint Council.

Health & Social Care
Health Matters, questions on Health Economics and commissioning - the latest edition of Health Matters – on the
subject of ‘Health Economics and making the most of your budget’ [details here].

EMC Events
GDPR for HR 6 months on, 13 Nov 2018 - EMC are holding a follow up workshop, providing a space to
explore GDPR for HR colleagues six months on from the introduction of the General Data Protection
Regulation back in May 2018. The workshop will bring authorities together to explore challenges and
issues facing authorities, sharing how they have responded to some of the complexities of GDPR, such as Subject
Access Request and Right to Erasure requests as well as reporting data breaches. For more information visit here.
Writing Press Releases, 14 Nov 2018 - EMC is holding a full day workshop for Councillors and Officers on Writing
Press Releases. Whether you’re an officer or a councillor, a well written news release can get you in the editorial
media for free. It's aimed at anyone who'd like a bit of publicity for their authority or department but can't afford
advertising or the services of an expensive PR company. For more visit here.
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