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East Midlands Local Authority Challenge 2019 - The Results
On Thursday 21 March East Midlands Councils held the East Midlands Local Authority
Challenge at Derby Arena. 114 people from 19 teams from across the East Midlands took
part in the challenge and competed for the coveted prize of the Local Authority Challenge East Midlands Winner.
We are pleased to announce the results below, but congratulations go to all teams involved on the day.
South Holland District Council were announced winners of the 2019 Local Authority Challenge East Midlands.
Teams on the day faced a range of tasks including presentations to Overview and Scrutiny boards of their fictional
local authority, challenging media interviews and a last minute emergency response plan to finalise and role out in
the final fifteen minutes of the day. Teams had to develop relationships with their leader and manage increasingly
challenging situations that arose throughout the day.
Local Authority Challenge East Midlands Winner 2019 – South Holland District Council
Runners up – South Kesteven District Council
Best Chief Executive - Jason King, South Holland District Council
(The runners up for Best Chief Executive; Lee Byrne, Melton Borough Council, Heather Carmichael, City of Lincoln
Council and Sarah Hall, Ashfield District Council)
Best Partnership Working award – City of Lincoln
(The runners up for best Partnership Working; Lincolnshire County Council and South Kesteven District Council)
Best Presentation – Lincolnshire County Council
(The runners up for Best Presentation; Rushcliffe Borough Council, Lincolnshire County Council and Leicester City
Council)
Best Media Award – Corby Borough Council
(The runners up for Best Media Award; Derby City Council and North West Leicestershire District Council)
Outstanding team player Award – Samantha Thomas,
Derby City Council
(The runners up for Outstanding team player Award ;
Claire Preston, North West Leicestershire District
Council, Kathy Isaac, South Northamptonshire District
Council and Chris Whitmore, Derbyshire Dales District
Council)
East Midlands Councils would also like to thank all those
on the day who played the crucial roles of Council
Leaders, Partners and Media representatives.
For more information on the day visit here.
It was a great day and we look forward welcoming
teams to the next Challenge!

EMC News
EMC Support Activity
East Midlands Scrutiny Network meeting, 29 March 2019 - The next East Midlands Scrutiny network will take place on
Friday 29 March at Chesterfield Borough Council. This network meeting will focus on shared learning and experience
of task and finish group working, with facilitated group working. The agenda is available here.
EMC Councillor Events
In February EMC published its Councillor Development Induction programme that will start in May 2019. This
programme of development covers a wider variety of workshops, including two focused on local government finance;
Advanced financial scrutiny skills, 21 Nov 2019 - EMC is working with the Centre for Public Scrutiny to provide a full
day workshop on advanced financial scrutiny skills [details here].
The Changing Landscape of Local Government Finance, 06 Dec 2019 - It is more important than ever that all
councillors understand how the local government finance system works because there is a high degree of uncertainty
around council budgets in the context of the decision to leave the EU and implications on business rates retention
[details here].

Infrastructure, Planning & Housing
£9.75 million to clean our high streets - Councils across England will receive an immediate cash boost
from a £9.75 million fund to back their efforts in cleaning up high streets and town centres.
Councils across England will receive an immediate cash boost from a £9.75 million fund to back their
efforts in cleaning up high streets and town centres.
From Ashford to Wakefield, councils in partnership with existing community groups will be able to use this one-off
funding to support volunteers. They will be able to buy tools such as litter pickers, gloves and brushes and provide
training for residents on how to remove graffiti or tackle fly-tipping, as well as organise events to encourage more
families to get involved.
The funding will give local authorities an opportunity to do more, encourage communities to take greater pride in
their local area and support campaigns such as Keep Britain Tidy’s Great British Spring Clean Campaign running from
22 March to 23 April [full details here]. In the East Midlands;
Amber Valley BC
Ashfield DC
Bassetlaw DC
Blaby DC
Bolsover DC
Boston BC
Broxtowe BC
Charnwood BC
Chesterfield BC
Corby BC
Daventry DC
Derby City C
Derbyshire Dales DC

£22,070.00
£22,116.00
£20,388.00
£17,351.00
£13,866.00
£12,006.00
£19,759.00
£31,622.00
£18,333.00
£12,190.00
£14,486.00
£45,058.00
£12,595.00

East Lindsey DC
East Northamptonshire DC
Erewash BC
Gedling BC
Harborough DC
High Peak BC
Hinckley and Bosworth BC
Kettering BC
Leicester City C
Lincoln City C
Melton BC
Newark and Sherwood DC
North East Derbyshire DC

£24,492.00
£16,326.00
£20,214.00
£20,532.00
£16,033.00
£16,139.00
£19,523.00
£17,574.00
£61,975.00
£17,256.00
£8,918.00
£21,205.00
£17,667.00

North Kesteven DC
North West Leicestershire DC
Northampton BC
Nottingham City C
Oadby and Wigston BC
Rushcliffe BC
Rutland County Council
South Derbyshire DC
South Holland DC
South Kesteven DC
South Northamptonshire C
West Lindsey DC

£20,200.00
£17,549.00
£39,557.00
£57,710.00
£9,998.00
£20,334.00
£6,920.00
£17,948.00
£16,354.00
£24,833.00
£15,965.00
£16,538.00

Residents and landlords to team up to better communicate building safety issues - Social housing residents are to
team up with their landlords to trial innovative methods of communicating building safety matters to residents as part
of a new government-appointed group [details here].
Transport laws to be reviewed to improve everyday journeys - The review will explore regulations around new types
of vehicles including e-scooters and e-cargo bike trailers, how sharing data can improve services by reducing
congestion, and how journey planning and payment can be made more simple. This wide-ranging review will also
explore modernising laws from the 1800s that are providing a barrier to innovation [details here].
Future Mobility Zones Fund: competition process - The Future Mobility Zones Fund aims to support local leaders
and industry to trial new mobility services, modes and models through the creation of up to 4 future mobility zones.
The zones will focus on significantly improving mobility for consumers by combining new and traditional modes of
transport. The Future Mobility Zones Fund is part of the Transforming Cities Fund [details here].
Boost for transport in Nottingham and Derby - More than £7m will be spent in Derby and Nottingham on measures to
improve public transport, reduce congestion and better connect the two cities following a successful bid to the
Department for Transport. Nottingham City press release here and Derby City here.
£23 million government funding boost to cycling and walking nationwide - Communities are set to benefit from a
£23 million investment to rejuvenate cycling and walking across the UK [details here].

Local Government News
Councillor Jon Collins, Nottingham City Council - Nottingham City Council has confirmed that in
order to pursue other opportunities, Councillor Jon Collins will not be standing as a candidate in the
forthcoming local elections and therefore on the 2nd May will cease to be Leader of Nottingham City
Council [press release here].

Brexit Information
Community Engagement guidance - The Community Engagement guidance that the Integrated Communities team at
MHCLG have asked us to distribute. It provides guidance on the ways in which local authorities can understand,
engage and reassure their communities in the lead up to and following EU Exit. The guidance was published this week,
available here.

Employers’ Information
Improving Productivity and Performance – A practical workshop for organisations and managers - On
25 April EMC is offering senior managers in local authorities the opportunity to join a subsidised
workshop on improving productivity and performance.
This highly informative and practical workshop will be extremely beneficial for senior managers, who
are leading service improvement and culture change, to understand how these performance outcomes
can be managed at an organisational level to ensure alignment between the 3 key factors that affect people in the
workplace.
Facilitated by Steve Whiddett, consultant business psychologist and former chair of the Association for Business
Psychology (ABP) in partnership with Nigel Carruthers, Senior Advisor, Workforce Strategy & Policy, this workshop will
make it possible to identify the causes of issues and how to prioritise them using an approach called PACE –
Productivity and Capacity Enhancement. PACE includes a suite of tools, including a diagnostic for use at organisational
level as well as techniques managers can use to manage situations to improve performance and productivity. For
more information about this subsidised workshop visit here.

Health & Social Care
Chief executives' 'must know' for children's services - This LGA publication has been shaped by chief
executives who are either former directors of children’s services or for other reasons have been
closely associated with leading improvement journeys in council children’s services [details here].
Health visiting: giving children the best start in life - The health visiting service plays a crucial role in
giving children the best start in life and councils have embraced the opportunity to make a difference in this key
development stage [details here].
Public health transformation six years on: partnerships and prevention A theme identified in this annual report is
that having built a sound foundation of services that have been effectively reshaped and recommissioned, public
health is able to give more time to developing partnerships. Key partnerships for upper-tier councils are with districts
and boroughs, many of which are now extremely proactive in shaping their work to promote health [details here].

EMC Events
Developing a Mentoring and Coaching Strategy Workshop, 16 May 2019 - A workshop to explore and
develop a mentoring and coaching strategy for those authorities interested in setting up their own
programmes [details here].
East Midlands Coaching Conference 2019, 26 Jun 2019 - EMC is holding our 7th annual coaching conference that will
take place on 26 June in Melton Mowbray. The conference will start will an interactive and engaging session on
coaching and positive psychology by Ana Paula Nacif. Kim Morgan (Managing Director of Barefoot Coaching Ltd) will
provide a keynote on ‘Coaching for Change’, with her session ‘No Stone Unturned’. [Conference details here].
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