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East Midlands Scrutiny Conference 2019, 4 October 2019
In the run up to the 20 year anniversary of Local Government Scrutiny and to mark the publication of the recent
‘Statutory Guidance on Overview and Scrutiny in Local and Combined Authorities’, East Midlands Councils is holding a
Scrutiny Conference.
This conference is aimed at both Councillors and officers involved in Scrutiny.
Learning from Parliamentary Select Committees
 The conference will include a keynote from Lilian Greenwood MP, Chair of the Transport Select Committee
Statutory Guidance on Overview and Scrutiny in Local and Combined Authorities
 Ed Hammond, Centre for Public Scrutiny will provide a presentation on the Statutory Guidance on Overview and
Scrutiny in Local and Combined Authorities.
 John Cade, INLOGOV, University of Birmingham will provide a deeper dive into the concept of Culture and how
this can help and hinder scrutiny.
Further information on additional speakers and the conference programme will be provided in the coming weeks.
Interactive skills development workshops - The Conference will include a range of practical workshops designed to
support both Councillors and Officers. Workshops confirmed already cover; Questioning Skills, Chairing Scrutiny and
“Triage for Scrutiny Officers” - what are the challenges/how could they be overcome?
Additional workshops will be confirmed in due course.
East Midlands Scrutiny Network - Building on what the East Midlands Scrutiny Network does best, the conference will
provide plenty of opportunity for networking and sharing of thoughts, ideas and actions on Scrutiny.
The East Midlands Councils Scrutiny network is a local authority network for Councillors and Officers involved with
Scrutiny.
The network provides Councillors and Officers with the opportunity to share knowledge, work programmes and
information, as well as providing an opportunity to explore national developments concerning scrutiny.
Costs - Early bird - £125 if delegates book before 4 September 2019 (and group discounts - buy 4 delegates and pay for
3). £175 per delegate for EMC members after 4 September and £250 for non members. Prices subject to VAT

New resettlement scheme for the most vulnerable refugees announced
EMC welcomes with the announcement made by the Home Secretary, Sajid Javid, for the UK’s continued commitment
of resettling refugees post 2020 (details here). The new scheme will combine the Vulnerable Person’s Resettlement
Scheme, Vulnerable Children’s Resettlement Scheme and Gateway Protection plan with the aim of resettling 5000
refugees in 2020/2021.
The East Midlands has played a significant role in providing refugee resettlement and sanctuary for over 700 refugees
who arrived through the Vulnerable Persons and Vulnerable Children’s Resettlement Scheme since 2015 by providing
support for new arrivals such as integration into communities, accessing ESOL, providing education and supporting
refugees into employment.
Cllr Ivan Ould, Chair of the East Midlands Regional Migration Board said “With the continuation of the resettlement
scheme after 2020, it is evident that the UK and specifically the East Midlands have delivered on the promise to resettle
the most vulnerable adults and children from the Middle East and North African region. There have been a number of
success stories here in the East Midlands, and the warm welcome of our local communities has been an important
factor in their successful integration. We look forward to continuing to work with Government in providing further
support for this most vulnerable group of people.”
For more information contact brein.fisher@emcouncils.gov.uk

EMC News
EMC Support Activity
Assessment Centre - This week EMC staff have been supporting an authority with
recruitment activity, providing support to the authority through the provision of a graduate assessment centre. For
more information on recruitment support contact Sam.Maher@emcouncils.gov.uk
EMC Councillor Events
Advanced financial scrutiny skills, 21 Nov 2019 - EMC is working with the Centre for Public Scrutiny to provide a
full day workshop on advanced financial scrutiny skills.
Many authorities recognise the need to invest in financial scrutiny training in order that members can provide
constructive challenge to the assumptions underpinning a council’s approach to financial planning whilst also
capitalising on the social intelligence implicit in councillors’ community leadership roles.
This action-focused one day workshop is aimed at Scrutiny Chairs, Scrutiny Officers, Scrutiny Members,
Backbenchers, Chairs of Audit, Section 151 Officers and Senior Finance Officers. For more information visit here.

Infrastructure, Planning & Housing
Loughborough University undergraduate planning degree course - Loughborough University is
working to establish an undergraduate planning degree course – the first for some time in the
East Midlands, which remains the only English Region without an RTPI recognised planning school.
From an EMC perspective, we are keen this new academic offer can also support workforce
development in local planning authorities across the East Midlands.
EMC has organised a free event jointly with Loughborough University to enable local planning authorities to hear
from academic staff first hand and to inform the emerging proposition. The event will take place on 18 th July 2019
at 12.00pm - 4.00pm, Pera Business Park, Melton Mowbray.
It is recommended that all local planning authorities in the East Midlands send a senior representative to this
event.
To confirm your attendance, please contact lois.dale@emcouncils.gov.uk
Major Investment and new Brand identity for East Midlands Railway - Abellio is preparing to start operating East
Midlands Railway in August and has been briefing its plans to invest £600 million on brand new bi-mode intercity
trains and faster, modern, refurbished trains across the East Midlands to stakeholders including East Midlands
Councils, Transport for the East Midlands, Community Rail Partnerships and rail user groups.
As well as improved stations, faster journey times and 40% more capacity into cities like Nottingham, the company
has also announced a new identity for the franchise. The East Midlands Railway brand identity will be introduced
from 18th August and will be known as ‘EMR’. Full details here.
National Planning Policy Framework, update - This revised Framework replaces the previous National Planning
Policy Framework published in March 2012, and revised in July 2018 [details here].

Health & Social Care
Public health risk awareness self-awareness tool - The Association of Directors of Public Health
and the LGA have developed a risk tool to support system leaders in local authorities in defining
and understanding risk as it relates to public health commissioning, performance, partnership
and resource management.
The tool (has been developed in collaboration with East Midlands Association of Directors of
Public Health (ADPH) and the LGA. It is designed to support sector led improvement activities and can be used
flexibly by directors of public health and councils to understand how effective they are in setting their own
ambitions for the public’s health and engaging partners to deliver on these. It is designed to help identify key risks
to the delivery of a council’s public health ambitions and/or aspects of work with greatest potential for
improvement. Completing the self-assessment should be part of a collaborative process with corporate colleagues
and the support of the wider health and wellbeing system [details here].
£5 million fund to develop support for unpaid carers - The £5 million Carers Innovation Fund will invest in
innovative ways of supporting unpaid carers, outside of mainstream health and care services. This funding will be
used to improve support across the country and help build more carer-friendly communities [details here].
What do PHE’s latest inequality tools tell us about health inequalities in England? - PHE has updated the Health
Inequalities Dashboard and the Segment Tool to support national and local action to reduce health inequalities.
Read this blog to find out more about how to use the tools [details here].

Local Government News
Blue Badge Reform and Review - People with hidden disabilities will soon be able to access Blue
Badge parking permits, thanks to the rollout this week. The expanded scheme coincides with the
launch of a new task force to toughen up enforcement and help councils tackle fraudulent use of
the badges [details here].
Home Office allocates £35 million to police forces for violence reduction units - Violence reduction units will take a
multi-agency approach, bringing together police, local government, health, community leaders and other key
partners to tackle violent crime and its underlying causes.
The cash is in addition to the recent £63.4 million surge funding to forces across England and Wales that are worst
affected by serious violence and knife crime.
A consultation on a new public health duty recently took place and the results will be published in due course. The
new public health duty would mean a range of agencies such as police, education and health partners, local
authorities, offender management, housing, youth and victim services will have a new legal duty to take action to
prevent and tackle violent crime [details here].
The Good Scrutiny Guide - This Centre for Public Scrutiny guide is intended to provide advice to councils, councilors
and officers on the operation of overview and scrutiny. It is written to complement the Government’s statutory
scrutiny guidance (published May 2019). To access the guide visit here.
EMC is holding an East Midlands Scrutiny Network meeting on 28 June at Erewash Borough Council in Long Eaton,
the agenda for this meeting is available from here. The network is open to both Councillors and Officers involved
with scrutiny, the network is keen to welcome Councillors new to scrutiny. The agenda for this network meeting can
be found here. The meeting will include a presentation on the recently published ‘Statutory Guidance on Overview
and Scrutiny in Local and Combined Authorities’. For more information about the network contact
kirsty.lowe@emcouncils.gov.uk
Digital inclusion (LGA) - The LGA is inviting applications for grants aimed at improving the skills and confidence of
individuals or groups of people in the community not currently accessing online services and to help generate
efficiencies for the council. Ten projects will be funded up to £20,000 with councils providing match-funding of at
least £10,000. The closing date for applications is Wednesday 26 June. More information, including details of the
criteria and our online application form, can be found on our Digital Inclusion webpage or our digital webpages.

EMC Events
‘Improving Performance in Planning Authorities’ - the latest event in the East Midlands Councils LowCost CPD Programme for Planners will take place on 27 June. The agenda for this event includes;
Planning for New Homes, National Audit Office; An Overview of Planning and Performance - MHCLG
(Planning and Performance); Improving Planning Performance from a Leadership and Management Perspective Barking and Dagenham London Borough Council; Helping Development Management Services Improve - Planning
Advisory Service; and Innovative Planning using CHLOE demonstration (nominated for 2019 Planning Resource
Award) - Daniel Gates, David Lock Associates
For more information contact Lisa.Bushell@emcouncils.gov.uk
Developing a Mentoring and Coaching Strategy Workshop, 19 Sep 2019 - A workshop to explore and develop a
mentoring and coaching strategy for those authorities interested in setting up their own programmes. EMC will be
supporting local authorities to develop mentoring within their organisations and we are joining forces with Lis
Merrick from Coach Mentoring Ltd to provide this support.
This full day workshop for participants to work through a strategy to implement mentoring/coaching programmes
within their authorities, and the steps needed to design really effective programmes [further details here].
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