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EMC Executive Board, 8 December 2017
The EMC Executive Board met on Friday 8 December and welcomed to its membership Cllr
Jonathan Morgan, Leader of Charnwood Borough Council.
Leaders’ discussion focused on: (papers can be found here)
 HM Budget announcement, the Industrial Strategy White Paper, the Social Mobility Commission Report and Levels
of Regional Investment.
 Regional Growth and Infrastructure priorities
 Asylum and Refugee Resettlement in the East Midlands
 Employment Issues for Local Government (including the 2% pay offer).
Leaders from across the region continue to express concern regarding the consistently low levels of public funding in
the region despite the clear growth opportunities. The effect of this is now clear, and include poor connectivity and the
poor social mobility outcomes expresses in the recent SMC report. Increasing investment into the region will be one of
the key priorities for our work in 2018 - the opportunities for growth need to be better presented to Government and
we look forward to working with business leaders and MP’s in promoting our case.
Transport for the East Midlands will develop and publish the region’s infrastructure and investment priorities as the
basis for discussion with Government and the focus of our work with Midlands Connect/Engine.

Doors to Glenfield’s heart unit will remain open following NHS England announcement
At the end of last week NHS England announced that the threat to decommission heart services at the East Midlands
Congenital Heart Centre has been lifted, meaning the centre will continue to provide lifesaving surgery for children and
adults in the region. To read the Leicester Hospitals response to the decision visit here.

HS2: Good Local Rail Connectivity Vital
Council leaders meeting on 1 December at the East Midlands HS2 Strategic Board re-affirmed the importance of good
local rail connectivity to the proposed HS2 Hub Station at Toton – and strongly opposed any plans to slow down rail
services between Derby and Nottingham to serve the new station.
The news comes after media reports cited ‘new information’ from HS2’s business case which suggested that some
existing services would be slower as a result of stopping at the Hub Station.
However these assumptions will not influence how local rail services are reconfigured in the early 2030s when HS2 Ltd
arrives, and take no account of the service improvements that will be delivered over the next two rail franchise periods.
They are also inconsistent with the emerging Midlands Connect ‘Indicative Train Service Specification’ (ITSS), which
includes HS2’s proposals for new fast shuttle services linking Derby and Nottingham with Hub Station, and the potential
for ‘classic compatible’ services linking Leicester and Leeds via Toton. To read the full press release visit here.

EMC Councillor Events
Local Government Finance for Councillors, 12 December 2017 - There are 2 places remaining on this course which
will cover the emerging impact of major changes to local government finance: including the journey towards the 100%
localisation of Business Rates, the end of Revenue Support Grant (RSG) and the expectation of councils generating local
economic growth to help fund services. [details can be found here].

EMC Support Activity
East Midlands Scrutiny Network - Last week EMC colleagues hosted the East Midlands
Scrutiny Network. This network meeting included a presentation from Daventry District
Council on their Review of Scrutiny. The network meeting included a workshop focused on
work programming, that provided an opportunity for authorities present to share to share creativities activities,
including Blaby District Councils ‘Dragons Den Approach to Scrutiny Work Programming’. For more information contact
kirsty.lowe@emcouncils.gov.uk
Coaches Development - This week EMC has held a practical development workshop for coaches in the East Midlands.
The workshop was designed to develop Coaches awareness and experience of using a variety of different coaching tools
within their coaching practical. For more information on the Coaching support provided by EMC contact
kirsty.lowe@emcouncils.gov.uk
Environmental Health CPD on Licensing - This week Environmental Health colleagues from across the East Midlands
have attended an EMC CPD event on Licensing. This included a presentation on ‘Licensing in the Night Time Economy’
by Nottingham City Council and a case study from Broxtowe Borough Council and Rushcliffe Borough Council on a ‘Taxi
Licensing Review’. For more information on this programme visit here.

Infrastructure, Planning & Housing
Government unlocks £25 million to deliver more homes - Housing and Planning Minister Alok Sharma
has announced this week that the Planning Delivery Fund is now open for bids and will support local
authorities and third sector organisations in areas of high housing need to plan for new homes and
infrastructure.
Initially opening up £11 million of the fund, councils will be able to apply to help gain the skills or
capacity they need to deliver high quality housing growth at scale, pace and implement wider planning reforms. The
fund is aimed at encouraging more innovation in the design quality of new housing developments, as well as provide
design advice and support to local authorities [details here].
Others measures announced along with the £25 million Planning Delivery Fund include:
 a further £3 million funding to support the delivery of the 14 garden villages that are part of the government’s
existing programme
 publishing a consultation on plans to allow the creation of locally led New Town Development Corporations, and
help speed up the delivery of new garden towns.
New TCPA report on local authority innovation in affordable housing - The Town and Country Planning Association
(TCPA) has published a report which includes the findings of our year-long project, supported by the Nationwide
Foundation, on how councils are taking innovative new approaches to secure affordable housing. The report sets out a
series of recommendations for national government and shares best practice for councils trying to secure more
affordable and social housing. Alongside the report we have also published a sign-posting guide for councils. The full
report can be downloaded from here and the signposting guide here.
LGA Resource, Making Safeguarding Personal: What might 'good' look like for those working in the housing sector? The housing sector plays a critical part in safeguarding adults, both on the front line and at a strategic level, as partners
on safeguarding adults boards. It aims to support housing commissioners and providers to make safeguarding personal
[details here].
Transport infrastructure efficiency strategy - The transport infrastructure efficiency strategy (TIES) outlines 7 challenges
which will be addressed to improve transport infrastructure efficiency and provide better outcomes for transport users
[details here].
Development deadlock: Council planning departments 'hampered' by missing out on £70 million, LGA warns - Council
planning departments are set to miss out on an extra £70 million by the end of the financial year, ‘hampering’ their
ability to process applications, if the Government does not urgently bring forward measures to increase planning fees,
the LGA warns this week [LGA press release here].

Health & Social Care
Ministers have announced they are dropping a plan to place a £72,000 cap on social care costs The cap was due to come into effect in 2020 but Health Minister Jackie Doyle-Price MP announced
that the Government had decided not to proceed with the proposals as she confirmed plans for a
new consultation on social care reform.
Ms Doyle-Price said a Green Paper will published by summer 2018 and that the ‘consultation will
include proposals to place a limit on the care costs that individuals face’ …… but “To allow for fuller engagement and
the development of the approach, and so that reforms to the care system and how it is paid for are considered in the
round, we will not take forward the previous government’s plans to implement a cap on care costs in 2020.”
Cold weather alerts and health warnings issued - Public Health England (PHE) issues cold weather alerts and health
warnings following the arrival of colder weather in some parts of England [details here].

Employers’ Information
National Pay Offer including a Revised Pay Spine for Local Government Services - The National Employers have this
week and made a pay offer to the NJC local government unions which includes changes to the national pay spine
from 2019 [details here]. A meeting will be taking place with trade unions nationally on 13 December 2018 as part of
national negotiations

Local Government News
The LGA’s Local Government Challenge - The LGA is looking for 10 cracking contestants for this
year’s LG Challenge, in which the best and brightest local government officers compete in real-life
challenges across the country, for a £10,000 Bruce Lockhart scholarship. They have a chance to
make a long-lasting impact in their area, as well as it being a fantastic development opportunity for
council officers, through getting to work with some great councils and projects [details here].
Derby City Council’s Chief Executive, Paul Robinson, has announced that he will be leaving his role in April 2018 Paul Robinson joined Derby City Council in 2008 as a Strategic Director with responsibility for neighbourhood and
community services before successfully being appointed Chief Executive in 2015 [more here].
Full roll-out of Universal Credit in Nottingham looks set to be paused - In a press release issued by Nottingham City
Council this week. The press release details that “it’s now understood that from New Year’s Day, there will be no new
Nottingham claimants placed on Universal Credit, with people directed to continue to claim the relevant existing
benefit such as Jobseekers Allowance, Income Support or Employment Support Allowance. Those already on
Universal Credit will remain on it unless their claim closes. It’s estimated the full roll-out of Universal Credit may not
happen in Nottingham until next October, although some sites already delivering Universal Credit ‘full service’ remain
unaffected by this change”. For more information visit here.
LGA Report, Active people, healthy places - The aim of this report is to share good practice and help decision-makers
consider how their council can deliver on this agenda in the best way for local people and communities [details here].
LGA Survey, Polling on resident satisfaction with councils: Decem0ber 2017 - The polling was conducted by
telephone between 12 and 15 October 2017 by Populus Data Solutions [details here].
UK General Election was well-run, but electoral system faces serious risks - June’s UK general election was
administered well by local Returning Officers, but the warning signs of an increasingly under-resourced electoral
system cannot be ignored, a new report published today by the Electoral Commission concludes.
The report, The Administration of the June 2017 UK General Election, praises local Returning Officers for their
handling of the unexpected poll, but calls for urgent action, including modernisation of electoral law, to minimise the
risks to the delivery of well-run elections in the future [further information here].

Migration
Migration Statistics Quarterly Report: November 2017 - A summary of the latest official long-term international
migration statistics for the UK for the year ending June 2017 published by Office for National Statistics (ONS) available
from here. The report also includes data from the Home Office and the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) for
the year ending September 2017.

EMC Events
Negotiation Skills for Officers, 07 Feb 2018 - East Midlands Councils is offering a half day workshop for
Officers on Negotiation Skills on 7 February 2018, Pera Business Park, Melton Mowbray. For more
information on this workshop visit here.
Employment Law Update, 08 Mar 2018 - EMC are pleased to confirm that Darren Newman will be returning again to
deliver an Employment Law Update. EMC are delighted to be able to offer authorities the opportunity to take
advantage of an early bird offer, if you book a place before the end of January the cost per delegate is just £99 + VAT
for EMC members [details and to book visit here].
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