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Midlands Connect reveals 20-year improvement plan for the A46
The Midlands Connect report published this week reveals potential £7.1billion boost to the economy by taking a
corridor-wide approach to improving "one of the country's most important trade routes"


For first time, “corridor approach” proposed to improve A46 from M5 in Gloucestershire to Lincolnshire coast;



Evesham, Stratford-upon-Avon, Coventry, Leicester, Newark & Lincoln identified as priority areas for investment;



Time savings, reduced business costs and improved productivity from coordinated infrastructure investment could
boost economy by £7.1bn over 60 years;



Almost all (97%) of businesses surveyed along the route say a more reliable A46 would boost productivity; two
thirds (65%) will create new jobs if the road is improved; one in five (19%) have considered relocating due to
current conditions on the A46.

Taking a “corridor approach” to improving the whole A46 through the Midlands could boost the economy by £7.1
billion, says Sub-national Transport Body Midlands Connect. The pan-Midlands transport agency is calling for urgent, coordinated action to improve traffic flows on one of the country’s most important trade routes. For more visit here.
Midlands Connect supports all the current and planned interventions to improve the A46, including already planned
delivery of improvements to junctions at Walsgrave and Binley in Coventry. In addition, Midlands Connect has identified
a number of potential improvement schemes across the Midlands, with input from Highways England and local
authorities. These options will be evaluated in more detail in Stage Two of the corridor study. The current priorities
include:
Leicestershire
 Potential for a Leicester Eastern/Southern Bypass, including a link from M69 J2 and a new M1 J20A
 Upgrading Leicester Western Bypass
 Improving Hobbyhorse Interchange at Syston
Newark
 Support acceleration of Newark Bypass proposal
 Overcome congestion hotspots to lock in benefits of previous upgrades
Lincolnshire
 Potential for southern Lincoln bypass, connecting to the under construction eastern bypass
 Targeted improvements on the A15 north of Lincoln.
Advancing the Newark Bypass and development around Leicester is highlighted in the joint Transport for the East
Midlands and Midlands Connect priorities document [document here].

EMC News
Tribute has been paid to former Lincolnshire County Councillor Peter Robinson - Tribute has
been paid to former Lincolnshire County Councillor Peter Robinson, who died last weekend.
Peter Robinson represented the Market and West Deeping electoral division from 1997 to 2017. He was Deputy Leader
of Lincolnshire County Council from 2005 to 2012 and held the portfolio for Fire & Rescue and Equality & Diversity from
2005 to 2016.
Peter worked closely with East Midlands Councils, and was an active member of the East Midlands Strategic Migration
Partnership Board between 2011– 2016, and Chaired the Board 2015-2016.
EMC Support Activity
Recruitment and Selection Training - This week EMC colleagues have supported an authority with the delivery of
recruitment and selection training for managers. For more information on the workshop and the support that can be
provided contact lisa.butterfill@emcouncils.gov.uk

Infrastructure, Planning & Housing
Sir Peter Soulsby, Leicester City Mayor and Chair of Transport for the East Midlands was
presented with honourable membership of the Royal Town Planning Institute last week.
The Transport for the East Midlands Board will next meet on 21 November 2018.
James Brokenshire: building better and beautiful will deliver more homes - A commission to
champion beautiful buildings as an integral part of the drive to build the homes communities need
has been announced by the Communities Secretary Rt Hon James Brokenshire MP.
The ‘Building Better, Building Beautiful’ Commission will develop a vision and practical measures to help ensure new
developments meet the needs and expectations of communities, making them more likely to be welcomed rather
than resisted.
The commission has 3 aims:
1. To promote better design and style of homes, villages, towns and high streets, to reflect what communities want,
building on the knowledge and tradition of what they know works for their area.
2. To explore how new settlements can be developed with greater community consent.
To make the planning system work in support of better design and style, not against it.
For more information visit here.
New planning rules "to boost build out rate for large sites" - A new set of planning rules should be produced for sites
with more than 1,500 homes to speed up property building, a major review has said.
Sir Oliver Letwin’s report said new rules would require developers to build a wider range of properties with different
designs and tenures, to speed up build out rates.
In his interim report, he said he could not find “any evidence” that major developers are “holding land as a purely
speculative activity” – and their business models instead rely on selling houses. For more information visit here.
Government welcomes Homes England's new 5 year strategic plan - Communities Secretary Rt Hon James
Brokenshire MP welcomed Homes England Strategic Plan published last week. Since their launch in January, Homes
England has a remit to adopt a more commercial approach to acquiring, preparing, managing and developing land in
areas of high demand.
Their strategic plan sets out how they will use these powers together with their expertise and significant government
investment to drive forward key programmes and play a major role in making the housing market work for everyone.
For more information visit here.
Homes England strategic plan 2018 to 2023 - details here.
£2 million for councils to crackdown on rogue landlords - Councils across the country will receive extra cash to
crackdown on rogue landlords thanks to a new £2 million fund, Housing Minister Heather Wheeler MP has announced
this week.
Councils will be able to bid for funding to step up enforcement action against irresponsible landlords who make
tenants’ lives a misery and to develop and test innovative ways to clamp down on squalid accommodation [details
here]. The fund will help councils take on the most common challenges that stand in the way of tackling poor
standards in the private rented sector, including:
 the need for better information – on housing stock and on landlords and agents operating in their areas


data sharing between authorities and agencies – identifying and bringing together different data sets to enable
better enforcement targeting



internal ‘ways of working’ – improving housing-specific legal expertise, in-house communication between teams,
and tools and strategies to effectively implement policy



innovative software – for enforcement officers to record their findings, gather evidence and streamline the
enforcement process

Midlands Engine
What does the budget mean for the Midlands - The Midlands Engine website includes details of support in the
Budget for the Midlands. This includes the confirmation from the Chancellor that the Midlands Engine strategy will be
refreshed next year which should give renewed vigour for pipeline of projects that are currently being developed
[details here].

Health & Social Care
Better health for all: A new vision for prevention - The Secretary of State for Health and Social Care,
Matt Hancock, has launched his prevention vision; confirming it as one of his key priorities alongside
technology and workforce. Public Health England’s Chief Executive Duncan Selbie discusses why this
is a transformative moment for public health [details here].

Local Government News
Next round of Voter ID pilots announced for 2019 - The local authorities taking part in the 2019
Voter ID pilots have been announced this week. The pilots will take place at the 2019 local elections,
providing further insight into how best to ensure the security of the voting process and reduce the
risk of voter fraud. In addition, the pilots will generate insight into the methods of ID that work best
for voters. For more visit here.
To verify that voters are who they say they are, each local authority will test one of four models of Voter ID checks in
their pilot:



photo ID



traditional poll cards



photo and non-photo ID



poll cards with scannable barcodes

Voters in Pendle, East Staffordshire and Woking will be asked to show photo ID before they are given their ballot
papers.
Ribble Valley, Broxtowe, Derby, North Kesteven and Braintree will require voters to present either one form of photo
ID or up to two forms of non-photo ID.
Mid Sussex, Watford and North West Leicestershire will test using poll cards as a means of identification.
In addition, Peterborough and Pendle will run a separate postal vote pilot, looking at the security of postal votes and
providing additional guidance in postal vote packs.
Proxy voters in Peterborough will also be required to show ID before they can vote.
Funding and provision of local authorities’ children’s services inquiry - The Housing, Communities and Local
Government Committee has launched a new inquiry into funding and provision of local authorities’ children’s services.
The inquiry will investigate what impact public spending has had on the provision of care services, and the approaches
local authorities have taken in addressing funding constraints. It will consider how financial support for children’s
services can be made more sustainable in the short and long term, and examine the potential for innovative
approaches to the design and delivery of services [details here].
Communities Secretary sets out vision for high streets as vibrant community hubs - The Communities Secretary,
James Brokenshire will has this week set out his vision for tackling social problems linked to declining high streets –
such as crime, unemployment and loneliness [details here].

EMC Events
Mental Health First Aid, 5 & 6 December - East Midlands Councils is holding a two day Mental Health
First Aid course. Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) training teaches people to spot the symptoms of
mental health issues, offer initial help and guide a person towards support. MHFA does not teach
people to be therapists, but it does teach people to listen, reassure and respond, even in a crisis - and
even potentially stop a crisis from happening [details here]. The two day course provides the following:
 An in depth understanding of mental health and the factors that can affect wellbeing
 Practical skills to spot the triggers and signs of mental health issues
 Confidence to step in, reassure and support a person in distress
 Enhanced interpersonal skills such as non-judgemental listening
 Knowledge to help someone recover their health by guiding them to further support
Coaching (virtually) in a digital age, 06 Dec 2018- The East Midlands Coaching Network is holding a very practical CPD
session for Coaches on 6 December 2018, on telephone and Skye coaching [details here].
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